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National Police memorial day

Our 11th annual National Police
Memorial Day was held on
Sunday 28 September 2014 at

the Waterfront Hall in Belfast,
Northern Ireland and we were
honoured to have our patron HRH The
Prince of Wales attend.
   Around 2,000 former colleagues and
family members of fallen officers were
present to celebrate the lives and
honour the sacrifices of those that
have died whilst on duty.  In addition
to officers’ loved ones, the
congregation included policing
officials and representatives from
around the UK; over 40 Chief
Constables and Police and Crime
Commissioners; senior figures from the
Police Federations of England and
Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland;
UK Home Secretary Theresa May; and
Northern Ireland’s Justice Minister
David Ford.
   This was the fourth year that HRH
The Prince of Wales has attended the
service, and he took time to meet and

talk with
fallen
officers’
loved ones
at a private
reception
after the
memorial
service.
   The
significance
of the
event’s
location in Belfast was highlighted
during the service, with many of the
attendees having lost loved ones as a
result of acts of terrorism. Prayers
were led by Brian Goodman, father of
Special Constable Glenn Goodman
from North Yorkshire Police, shot dead
by the IRA in 1992; Cormac Greene,
11, son of PSNI officer Declan Greene
who died in a road crash in Northern
Ireland, and Police Service of Northern
Ireland (PSNI) Chief Superintendent
Nigel Grimshaw.

Sergeant Joe Holness QPM,
founder NPMD
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   The Address was by Bishop
Harold Miller from the Diocese of
Down and Dromore. During the
service, candles were lit by relatives
who mourn their loved ones and in
remembrance of officers lost
throughout the country.  This year’s
candles were lit by Janice Taylor,
RUC GC Widows Chair; Catherine
McVicar, daughter of Constable
Joseph Stewart Drake, Stirling and
Clackmannan Constabulary; Heather
Allbrook, sister of Constable Yvonne
Fletcher, Metropolitan Police; and
Lowri Davies, daughter of Constable
Terence John Davies, Gwent Police.
   Home Secretary, Theresa May,
gave a reading during the service,
paying tribute to the bravery of
officers who go to work every day
knowing that they could find
themselves in danger.
   “We owe a debt of gratitude to
officers across the country who show

bravery as a matter of course and in
many cases while they are off duty.”
   The Home Secretary noted the
significance of holding the memorial
service in Northern Ireland, where
the police “have seen so many
officers lost in the line of duty and
they have carried on doing their
work, continuing to do their duty,
continuing to keep the people safe.”
   The Act of Dedication was
delivered by the PSNI Chief
Constable George Hamilton who later
said: “Every day thousands of our
officers are out on the streets across
Northern Ireland keeping people
safe.  The memorial service is a
reminder to us all that in preventing
harm, protecting people and bringing
offenders to justice, these brave
men and women sometimes pay the
ultimate sacrifice.” 
   Steve White, Chairman of the
Police Federation of England and
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Wales, said it was a poignant and
significant day for the policing family.
"Their dedication to duty and self-
sacrifice will never be forgotten," he
said.
   A message from the Prince of Wales
also praised the British police service
as “a noble profession, respected and
admired throughout the world. The
courageous men and women who
proudly form its ranks are a shining
example of the best of public service,
embodying the values that we, as a
nation, hold dear.” The Prince’s
message also paid tribute to the
"enormous sacrifices" made by the
RUC and its successor the PSNI,
stating, “we owe them an immense
debt of gratitude.”
   Given the centenary of the
outbreak of the First World War, the
service also paid special tribute to
police officers lost during the conflict.
Reverend Canon David Wilbraham,

National Police Chaplain, conducted a
special act of remembrance, and the
Piper’s Lament was played as Sergeant
Joe Holness QPM, founder of National
Police Memorial Day, laid a wreath in
honour of those officers who died
during the war.
   Since the previous National Police
Memorial Day in 2013, ten officers —
from forces in Cambridgeshire, Kent,
London (Metropolitan), West Midlands
and Police Scotland have lost their
lives. Their names were read out by
Terry Spence QPM, now retired
Chairman, Police Federation for
Northern Ireland, before green and
blue petals of remembrance were
released from the gallery as the
orchestra played ‘Abide with me’ and
the Last Post was sounded.
   Sergeant Holness said: “I extend my
gratitude to everyone who attended
today’s service and for their ongoing
support.  It is always a day filled with
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emotion but also with immense pride.
It is only right that we stop to
remember the sacrifices made by
those who protect us. I know it meant
a lot to the families and friends of our
fallen colleagues to have our Patron
HRH The Prince of Wales with us today
in Belfast.”

This year’s event will be held
at the Edinburgh
International Conference

Centre on Sunday 27 September
2015.
   Brian Docherty, Chairman,
Scottish Police Federation said:
“It is a tremendous privilege for
Scotland to host this year’s
National Police Memorial Day.
   “Our fallen friends and
colleagues are never far from our
thoughts and this day is a fitting
tribute in their honour.
   “It is particularly poignant this
year as the country is still coming
to terms with recent disasters
such as the Clutha helicopter
crash which has affected so many
lives, and it is right that we stop
to pay our respects not only to
those we have lost but to all who
are suffering the loss of a loved
one.”



5

Since opening in 1995, the
Edinburgh International Conference
Centre has won a range of awards for
its architecture, green initiatives,
and range of event-related services.
Designed by the celebrated architect,
Sir Terry Farrell, the conference
centre lies in the city’s financial and
business area, the Exchange District,
to the west of the famous castle.
The centre plays host to major

international conferences,
conventions and exhibitions from a
broad range of sectors, and is a venue
for the annual Edinburgh Festival
Fringe.

Edinburgh International Conference
Centre (EICC)
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How to find the EICC
The EICC is in the centre of Edinburgh, with access to the main entrance
on Morrison Street.

Edinburgh International Conference Centre
The Exchange
150 Morrison Street
EH3 8EE
Scotland

Please note there are no parking facilities at the EICC.
www.EICC.co.uk



7

By car
The A90 and A720 surround Edinburgh
city, and can be reached via the
following:
From the north: M90
From the west: M8, M9
From the south-east: A1, A68
   Alternatively, Scotland’s three
National Tourist Routes — the Fife
Coastal Route and the Forth Valley
Tourist Route from the north and the
Borders Historic Route from the
south — offer more scenic journeys to
the capital. For more information, see
Visit Scotland’s webpages at:
www.visitscotland.com/travel/to-
scotland/edinburgh-lothians.
   There are no parking facilities at
the EICC but there are several car
parks nearby, with Semple Street Car
Park and Castle Terrace Car Park being
the closest. Edinburgh Council’s web-
pages on city parking bays have more
information about how much they will
cost and where to find them.

By rail
Edinburgh has two railway stations.
   Waverley Station, the city’s main
rail station, is around 30 minutes walk
from the conference centre and
Haymarket around five minutes walk
away. Trains between the two stations
run regularly.
   To help plan your journey visit
www.nationalrail.co.uk.......................
By bus
Edinburgh’s main bus terminus is at St
Andrew Square, near Edinburgh
Waverley rail station. There are
regular services from all major UK
cities. For information on local bus
services throughout the city, visit
lothianbuses.com. The Transport for
Edinburgh app provides real-time
information on bus and tram services,
as well as a mobile ticketing service........................
By air
Edinburgh International Airport is
within 10km (6 miles) of the EICC. For
more information on which airlines
and destinations connect to Edinburgh
visit www.edinburghairport.com.
   A taxi from the airport takes around
20 minutes, and official airport taxis
are available from the taxi rank
outside the terminal building.
   The Airlink (Service 100) bus takes
around 25 minutes to reach the city
centre. Buses depart from outside

http://lothianbuses.com/apps
http://lothianbuses.com/apps
http://lothianbuses.com
http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/info/20085/parking_spaces/507/parking_bay_locations
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Domestic Arrivals and run frequently
between 4am and 12.15am. Delegates
are advised to get off at Haymarket
railway station and follow signs for the
EICC on foot. The N22 bus runs every
half hour at the times when the Airlink
service is not in operation. For more
information about these services visit

lothianbuses.com/services/airlink........................
By tram
The city’s new tram service runs
straight from the airport into the city
centre, with stops at Haymarket and
Waverley rail stations.

Sunday 27 September 2015
How do I register to attend?
To register, just email nationalpolicememorialday@polfed.org or call 07843
293958.
   Please provide the full names and contact details of those wishing to
attend and also indicate if there are any special requirements, such as
wheelchair access.

Please let us know by Saturday 15 August 2015

Photographs courtesy of Peter Anderson Photography, Malcolm Cochrane and David Barbour. With thanks.

Where can I stay?
We have negotiated a special rate with the Hilton Edinburgh
Grosvenor, Grosvenor Street, Haymarket, Edinburgh, EH12 5EF
Hotel Contact: Tonina Billins
T: 0131 527 1401

There may be a limited number of rooms available where the offer
applies so please book early to avoid disappointment and quote
GNATAB.
Single Occupancy B&B £129
Double Occupancy B&B £139

The Edinburgh Visitor Information Centre will also be able to advise on
alternative hotels. Tel:  0131 473 3868 or visit www.visitscotland.com

http://lothianbuses.com/services/airlink

